
Beclouded

by Emily Dickinson 

The sky is low, the clouds are mean,

A travelling flake of snow

Across a barn or through a rut

Debates if it will go.

A narrow wind complains all day

How some one treated him;

Nature, like us, is sometimes caught

Without her diadem.
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What is "debating," or trying to decide, where to go?
What is complaining, and why? (Consider the use of the word "him" to describe it.)
How is nature compared to us? What human qualities are shared? 

"Mean" can mean unkind, or it can be used to mean poor, shabby, or inferior. What
do you think the poets means that the sky is "low" and the clouds are "mean"?
A "diadem" is a type of crown, but it can also be used as a way to describe royal
authority/dignity. What do you think it means that nature is caught "without her
diadem"?
"Beclouded" can mean covered by clouds, or it can mean obscured or muddled. Do
you think the poet uses that as the title to describe what natures looks like? Or do you
think it means something more? 

POETIC DEVICE:  Personification

Like many poems, "Beclouded" uses a poetic device called personification, which is giving
human qualities to non-human things (such as the moon "looking down" at you or the sun
"smiling"). This type of metaphor helps us understand abstract ideas in a more concrete way. 

Read the poem "Beclouded" and look for examples of personification. Here are some clues: 

TOPIC TO EXPLORE: Double Meanings 

Emily Dickinson's poetry often includes words and phrases that make you pause and wonder
if they quite fit a poem. Sometimes they almost pause the flow of reading. Other times, they
rise to the surface after several readings. "Beclouded" has several meanings to consider:

Emily Dickinson, born in Massachusetts in 1830, is one of the Victorian Era's most famous
American poets. She is known for her unique style and phrasing. The majority of Dickinson's
poetry did not gain popularity until it was found and published after her death in 1886.
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"'Hope' is the thing with feathers" by Emily Dickinson 
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https://www.learningthroughliterature.com/


We hope you enjoyed this Poem of the Month!

Ideas for using this monthly resource at home:

Benefits of reading & memorizing poetry:

Connect with other families using Poem of the Month with this hashtag on social media:

#LTLpotm

More ways to explore great literature:
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