
Friends

by Abbie Farwell Brown 

 

How good to lie a little while

And look up through the tree!

The Sky is like a kind big smile

Bent sweetly over me.

 

The Sunshine flickers through the lace

Of leaves above my head,

And kisses me upon the face

Like Mother, before bed.

 

The Wind comes stealing o'er the grass

To whisper pretty things;

And though I cannot see him pass,

I feel his careful wings.

 

So many gentle Friends are near

Whom one can scarcely see,

A child should never feel a fear,

Wherever he may be.
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Does the poem have quatrains all the way through?
What kind of rhyming pattern do you notice in each set?
Are the rhymes exact (or perfect) rhymes?

Similes are found by looking for the words "like" or "as" in writing (ex: the sound of
birdsong was like an orchestra; she was as happy as a dog with a treat)
Can you find similes in this poem? Look for similes in other things you read, too! 

Do you view these nature elements as friends?
Are there other nature elements that you view as friends? 
Are there times when nature does not feel friendly? What are some examples?

POETIC DEVICE: Quatrains & Similes 

This simple poem is made of stanzas with sets of four lines, which are called quatrains.

A simile is a figure of speech used to compare two different things. Good similes can make
descriptions stronger and more vivid for readers to better understand what the writer is
trying to communicate.

TOPIC TO EXPLORE: Nature Friends

The poem describes elements of nature as friends. The Sky, Sunshine, and Wind are
represented as friendly characters who interact with us in calming, peaceful ways.

Abbie Farwell Brown was an American writer who was born in Massachusetts in 1871. She
wrote novels and poetry for adults and children. Along with other well-known authors of her
day,  she also contributed to St. Nicholas Magazine, a magazine for children. 
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OTHER POEMS TO READ

"The Fisherman" by Abbie Farwell Brown 
"The Rainbow" by Christina Rossetti 
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We hope you enjoyed this Poem of the Month!

Ideas for using this monthly resource at home:

Benefits of reading & memorizing poetry:

Connect with other families using Poem of the Month with this hashtag on social media:
 

#LTLpotm

More ways to explore great literature:

Favorite Poetry Books:

Book Guides & More:

Book Finder Search Tool:
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