
George Moses Horton, Myself

by George Moses Horton 

 

I feel myself in need 

   Of the inspiring strains of ancient lore, 

My heart to lift, my empty mind to feed, 

   And all the world explore.

 

I know that I am old 

   And never can recover what is past, 

But for the future may some light unfold 

   And soar from ages blast.

 

I feel resolved to try, 

   My wish to prove, my calling to pursue, 

Or mount up from the earth into the sky, 

   To show what Heaven can do.

 

My genius from a boy, 

   Has fluttered like a bird within my heart; 

But could not thus confined her powers employ, 

   Impatient to depart.

 

She like a restless bird, 

   Would spread her wings, her power to be unfurl'd, 

And let her songs be loudly heard, 

   And dart from world to world.
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Read the poem again and underline the last word of each line.
Can you see the ABAB pattern emerge in each individual stanza?
Do the stanzas all have the same rhyming sounds or does that change in the poem?

What is the main theme of "George Moses Horton, Myself"? (ex: freedom)
Which words and phrases stand out as examples of that theme? 

POETIC DEVICE:  Rhyme Scheme

The poem "George Moses Horton, Myself" has an identifiable rhyme scheme, which means it
follows a specific rhyming pattern. There are many rhyming patterns, but this one follows the
"ABAB" rhyme scheme. This means that lines 1 and 3 rhyme and lines 2 and 4 rhyme.

TOPIC TO EXPLORE: Theme

The theme of a poem (or any piece of literature) is the overarching idea or underlying
message of it. This is different than the subject, which is the topic of a poem (ex: the clouds).

A poem's theme is more of an opinion that the poet expresses (ex: how they feel about the
clouds). Sometimes a theme is easy to identify, and other times a poem has to be read
multiple times to understand the main message.

BOOK TO READ: Poet: The Remarkable Story of George Moses Horton

Read a book about the life of this talented poet: 

George Moses Horton is a celebrated poet who was born around 1798. Throughout his time
of enslavement on a North Carolina plantation, Horton taught himself to read, and he
composed poetry from a young age. His poems offer perspective and insight into his life.
Horton was the first Black author published in the South and the only one to publish a book
during enslavement. 
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POETIC DEVICES & TOPICS TO EXPLORE

OTHER POEMS TO READ

"On Summer" by George Moses Horton
"Bury Me in a Free Land" by Frances Ellen Watkins Harper
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We hope you enjoyed this Poem of the Month!

Ideas for using this monthly resource at home:

Benefits of reading & memorizing poetry:

Connect with other families using Poem of the Month with this hashtag on social media:
 

#LTLpotm

More ways to explore great literature:

Favorite Poetry Books:

Book Guides & More:

Book Finder Search Tool:
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