
Ozymandias

by Percy Bysshe Shelley 

I met a traveller from an antique land

Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone

Stand in the desert...Near them, on the sand,

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed:

And on the pedestal these words appear:

'My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!'

Nothing beside remains. Round the decay

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare

The lone and level sands stretch far away.
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Read the poem aloud and count the sounds of five stressed syllables on your hands.

What does the poem seem to be saying about power? (The impermanence of it) 
Compare to Smith's version of Ozymandias:
See the actual statue:  

POETIC DEVICE: Sonnets & Iambic Pentameter

Ozymandias is a sonnet, which is a poetic form of 14 lines. The word "sonnet" comes from the
Italian word sonetto meaning "little song," so they often sound musical when read aloud.

The poem written in iambic pentameter, a type of poetic meter common in English poetry.
The standard rhythm follows a pattern of unstressed and stressed syllables like this:

da DUM / da DUM / da DUM / da DUM / da DUM
 

These five groupings of unstressed/stressed syllables (or iambs) give the meter its name. The
prefix penta means five.

(Ex: I met a traveller from an antique land)
Does it follow the standard pattern of unstressed/stressed? Or did Shelley mix it up?

TOPIC TO EXPLORE: Ramses II

Ozymandias is about Egyptian pharaoh Ramses II, whose battered, partial statue was found
and brought to the British Museum during Shelley's life. Shelley composed the poem in a
competition with his friend Horace Smith.

Percy Bysshe Shelley, born in 1792, was an English poet of the Romantic Era of literature.
Although Shelley did not gain recognition for his poetry until after his death in 1822, he is now
considered one of the greatest Romantic poets of his time. His lyrical style and vivid imagery
greatly influenced poets of the Victorian Era and later. 
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OTHER POEMS TO READ

"The Waning Moon" by Percy Bysshe Shelley 
"The New Colossus" by Emma Lazarus
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We hope you enjoyed this Poem of the Month!

Ideas for using this monthly resource at home:

Benefits of reading & memorizing poetry:

Connect with other families using Poem of the Month with this hashtag on social media:
 

#LTLpotm

More ways to explore great literature:

Favorite Poetry Books:

Book Guides & More:
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